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 IN THE NEWS 

Personal Finance Basics – TFA at work in the Community 
By Kristi Jackson 

With the pandemic subsiding and 

travel back in full speed, TFA has hit 

the road again visiting several tribes 

to offer seminars on personal fi-

nance. Personal Finance Basics is a 

two-hour long workshop we have 

offered pro bono to tribes across the 

country over the past several years to 

help both youth and adults to in-

crease their understanding of some 

of the essential elements and build-

ing blocks of financial literacy. 

Last month, we traveled to Alaska 

and offered the seminar to several 

native villages while there. Given the 

wide distance across which the com-

munity members live, several of the 

seminars were virtual, broadcasted 

from the community’s offices.   

We developed these presentations – 

one geared to high school age youth 

and the other toward adults – to pro-
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vide guidance and best practices, 

along with a few warnings. In both 

sessions, we covered goal setting 

first – with the idea that if you write 

your goal down you are more likely 

to achieve it as there is a subliminal 

connection to the written commit-

ment to the goal.   

There are four topics that we high-

lighted in the youth seminar: 

Budgeting Basics – Learning how to 

live within your means should start 

early. We cover the concept that sav-

ings equals income minus spending.  

The variable you have the most con-

trol over is spending – and we discuss 

ways to categorize your spending so 

that the most essential elements are 

satisfied first. The tools we highlight 

are basic (spreadsheets and even a 

piece of paper) as well as digital (via 

free apps such as Mint). 

 

Native American Tribes Move to Make Real 

Estate a Force for Renewal 

7/6/21 – nytimes.com 

Congress May Remove Obstacles to Online 

Gaming for Tribal Casinos 

7/6/21 – casino.org  

Here’s How Arizona Dept. Of Gaming Will 

Allocate Event Wagering Licenses 

7/16/21 – sportshandle.com 

 

Morongo Becomes First Native American 

Tribe to be Approved as a Participating 

Transmission Owner in Nation 

7/19/21 – indianz.com 

  

Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe Reacquires 41.5 

Acres of 1796 Treaty Lands 

7/26/21 – indiangaming.com 

 

Arizona Begins Sports Betting Application 

Process In Race To Beat NFL Kickoff 

7/26/21— forbes.com 

  

Washington Reaches Deal with 15 Tribes 

for On-Site Sports Betting 

7/28/21— jdsupra.com 

  

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/06/business/native-american-tribes-real-estate.html
https://www.casino.org/news/congressmen-file-bill-to-give-tribal-casinos-access-to-online-gaming/
https://sportshandle.com/arizona-license-allocation/
https://www.indianz.com/News/2021/07/19/morongo-band-makes-history-with-green-energy-project/
https://www.indiangaming.com/saint-regis-mohawk-tribe-reacquires-41-5-acres-of-1796-treaty-lands/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/zackjones/2021/07/26/arizona-begins-sports-betting-application-process-in-race-to-beat-nfl-kickoff/?sh=429077965255
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/washington-reaches-deal-with-15-tribes-4823532/


 

 

Understanding your Paycheck – 

Many young people are initially una-

ware of the things that comprise the 

deductions from a standard 

paycheck. The unwelcome surprise 

of seeing net pay that is significantly 

lower than the gross pay can be frus-

trating. We walk participants 

through what to look for, why these 

things are taken out, and ways to 

manage them. 

Good Debt vs Bad Debt – Certain 

types of debt can be important in 

building toward your future. Saving 

to go to college or to buy a first car 

can be some of those that many 

high school age students must con-

sider. Where people can get into 

trouble, and early in life, is taking on 

debt to buy “wants” versus “needs”.  

We have several videos that illus-

trate this point that seem to reso-

nate with participants. 

Saving – This one is a highlight. We 

discuss the power of saving and 

starting early – why compound in-

terest is so fundamental. Having ac-

cess to a 401K is often taken for 

granted and shouldn’t be – it is one 

of the best tools available to most 

full-time employees that allows for 

efficient pre-tax saving toward re-

tirement. Again, we use fun videos 

to help point out some strategies as 

well as examples. 
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In the adult seminar, the topics were 

similar, but we also added a section 

on credit scores as well as strategies 

for repaying debt. We are happy to 

talk together with you about making 

a visit to your tribe to offer one or 

both of these seminars. The basics of 

personal finance are sadly not taught 
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at most high schools across the 

country and knowing some of these 

basics can make a huge difference in 

providing a solid financial footing for 

the next generation. Feel free to con-

tact us anytime to learn more. 
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