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 IN THE NEWS 

OIGA 2019: Lots of Talk About Sports Betting 
By Valerie Spicer of the Trilogy Group 

This month, our friend and strategic 

partner, Valerie Spicer, co-founder of 

Trilogy Group, offers her perspec-

tives on the Oklahoma Indian Gam-

ing Association 2019 Conference: 

 This past month, the Oklahoma 

Indian Gaming Association held its 

Annual Conference and Trade Show 

in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  The turnout was 

incredible from start to finish.  With 

pre-registered attendees topping 

over 2,200, the conference opened 

with a field of over 200 golfers on 

(continued on Page 2) 

day one and a fun-filled evening at 

the Welcome reception. 

 

 Oklahoma is the second largest 

Tribal gaming state in terms of gam-

ing revenue and first in terms of trib-

al gaming facilities with over 125 

gaming locations in the State.  Given 

the concentrated amount of Tribal 

gaming in the state it was no mistake 

that the conference was packed with 

attendees from around the country, 

not to mention from around the 

globe, with interest in the gaming 

that takes place in Oklahoma. 

 

 It has been hard to miss the head-

lines regarding the Oklahoma Gover-

nor and the Tribal nations of Oklaho-

ma, who have been challenged with 

a call to the negotiation table for 

compact re-negotiations by Governor 

Stitt.  With a claim that the compacts 

stand to expire by January 1, 2020 

and suggestions that Tribal gaming 
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revenue sharing with the state 

needs to increase, the conference 

was abuzz in curious anticipation 

along with support for the Tribes 

and this substantial economic en-

gine.  

 

 The perfect storm of elements in 

play would also include the national 

spread of sports betting since the 

Supreme Court ruled PASPA as un-

constitutional in May of 2018.  The 

conference content at OIGA was 

timely and quality, as providers from 

around the globe discussed sports 

betting, looking at the accomplish-

ments and challenges to date along 

with detailed expertise opinions on 

partner selections, regulations, and 

much more.  Kambi, ROAR, SB Tech 

and USBookmaking were among 

those who presented their experi-

ence and thoughts on best practices.  

Although sports betting is not on the 

legislative agenda for the Oklahoma 

Tribes at this time, the Oklahoma 

Indian Gaming Association provided 

access to qualified resources for in-

formation exchange which will no 

doubt be helpful for when that time 

comes. 

 

 From the Trilogy Group perspec-

tive OIGA 2019 was an incredible 

success!  Having had the opportuni-
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ty to support my business partner 

and Executive Director of OIGA, Shei-

la Morago, with the conference ses-

sions, I couldn’t be prouder and 

more honored.  

 Tribal gaming is a significant eco-

nomic engine that is unparalleled for 

many Tribal communities.  The Okla-
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homa Indian Gaming Association, its 

member Tribes, along with the citi-

zens of the state of Oklahoma, are a 

tremendous example of that success-

ful impact.    

 

 About the author:  Valerie is a 

principal of Trilogy Group, a con-

sulting practice that she and Sheila 

Morago co-founded which leverages 

business-driven solutions to advance 

the efforts of Tribes and business en-

tities alike.  Valerie Spicer brings over 

30 years of gaming experience, most 

recently as Executive Director of the 

Arizona Indian Gaming Association 

(AIGA) where she worked extensively 

in the Tribal, private and public sec-

tors of the growing industry. 
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