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Grass Roots Indian Finance
by Kristi Jackson

Last month, many on the TFA team
made a trip up to Alaska where we
volunteered our time doing a tribal
community service project. In our
effort to give back to Indian Country,
we developed a basic personal fi-
nance program we hope to share

with other tribes in the future.

Our team traveled up to Anchorage
from both Los Angeles and Char-
lotte, with a couple of team mem-
bers bringing their sons with them to
help us deliver the program. The
workshop was entitled “Personal Fi-
nance Basics” and we ran two semi-
nars. One session was conducted for
a tribal youth summer camp group.
The other session was geared more
towards interested adult tribal com-
munity members.

The session for the tribal youth in-
cluded members of both the Native
Village of Eklutna as well as youth of
the Knik Tribe.
preteens and teenagers ranging from

It was attended by

sth grade to seniors in high school,
including one young lady who had
earned her GED and was planning to
start her career in a trade school pro-
gram this fall.

For the adult tribal member session,
the age group spanned the complete
range from early 20s to retired tribal
elders. Most were interested in the
subject of finance and came to pick
up a tip or two. Others came with
specific goals in mind and had direct
questions. It was fun for us to share
knowledge we have acquired over
our careers and put it to work in a

unique way.
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The focus was twofold: planning for
the future and pitfalls to look out for
to protect your financial health. We
used several short video clips to ex-
plain a variety of topics — not only did
participants enjoy the videos, but it
kept things a lot more interesting
than having us talk the whole day!

Topics for both sessions included:

1 Setting goals for the future —
identifying your financial goals
and how to achieve them

1 Budgeting basics — importance of
building a budget and sticking to
it

1 The power of interest — how
compound interest works

1 Understanding credit - good
debt versus “bad debt”, and how
to manage it

1 For the youth — balancing a
checking account - attendees
wrote out checks and recorded
them in a register to balance as
they paid their monthly “bills”

I For the adults — credit scores —
what they are, how they are cal-
culated and their significance

We managed to squeeze in a little

fun after the sessions were over and

headed to the Kenai River to try our
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luck at fly fishing for sockeye — or the
“reds” as the locals call them. The
NVE Tribal Administrator, an avid
hunter and expert fisherman, gra-
ciously took us out and showed us
the ropes. While we tried our best —
and looked the part — we weren't too
successful. David Howard was the
only angler among us, snagging just
one sockeye. Kenai River sockeye
counts are pitifully low this season
and in fact they announced the river
would close for the season this week
— we weren’t the only ones missing
out on the normal bounty it seemed.
Before leaving, we were able to at-

tend the NVE bi-annual pow wow
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and share in the dances and camara-
derie of the community.

TFA was grateful for the opportunity
to share in the way we did, and we
plan to head out again next summer
to offer a similar program. Please
contact us if your tribe has interest in
participating in a similar program.
We believe the topics provide mean-
ingful basics of personal finance.
Plus, we really enjoyed the interac-
tion with tribal members both young
and old.
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